IT'S                        THE  AGE   OF  PROGRESS.               ESSAI m.

Let me take first the most trenchant of the pro-
posals recently before the country, the scheme for
governing through a Parliament consisting of a single
Chamber. This plan was advocated by Mr. J. S.
Mill in one of his later writings, but it is just to him
to bear in mind that in the single Chamber he pro- <
posed there was to be a minutely accurate representa-
tion of minorities. This condition was dropped in
the late controversy, and it was thought enough to
quote the well-known epigram, of Sieyes on the sub-
ject of Second Chambers. a If," it runs, " a Second
Chamber dissents from the First, it is mischievous ;
if it agrees, it is superfluous/7 It has perhaps escaped
notice that this saying is a conscious or unconscious
parody of that reply of the Caliph Omar about the
books of the Alexandrian Library which caused them
to be burnt. " If the books/' said the Commander of
the Faithful to his lieutenant, " differ from the book
of the Prophet, they are impious ; if they agree, they
are useless." The reasoning is precisely the same in
both cases, and starts from the same assumption. It
takes for granted tl;at a particular utterance is divine.
If the Koran is the inspired and exclusive word of
God, Omar was right; if Vox Populi, Vox Dei, ex-
presses a truth, Sieyes was right. If the decisions
of the community, conveyed through one particular
organ, are not only imperative but all-wise", a Second
Chamber is a superfluity or an impertinence. There